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Biography

Electoral history

Contested Knowsley North 1986 by-election and 1987 general election, Liverpool Broadgreen 1992

general election. Member for West Lancashire since 5 May 2005 general election

Parliamentary career

PPS: to Lord Rooker as Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
2006-07, to Ben Bradshaw: as Minister of State, Department for Health 2007-09, as Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and Sport 2009-10

Select committees

Member: European Scrutiny 2005-06, Northern Ireland Affairs 2005-10, Justice 2007-08, North
West 2009-10, Justice 2010, Health 2010-, Administration 2010-

Councils, public bodies

Liverpool City Council: Councillor 1973-2000, Lord Mayor 1992-93, Labour spokesperson for
housing 1999-2000; Member and vice-chair, Liverpool Health Authority 1994-96

Political interests

Health, disability equality, housing

Countries of interest

Northern Ireland
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